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FDA approved drugs in 2023



Our vision

Fluticasone (1990)
Treats allergy symptoms

Smallest organofluorine species

Belzutifan (2023)
Treats advanced cell carcinoma
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Fluoromethyl Fluoromethylene Fluoromethine



ERC Starting Grant

Why do I want to apply?

If the goal is simply to get funding for your research 

If you are obsessed, enthusiastic with some idea, and you think this is really ground-
breaking

It is rather scary what if «suddenly» receive funding

Publicity, fame and prestige

National hero (at least in Latvia☺)

Significant funding-responsibility

Would you spend 1.5 M on this, if you were not the one receiving grant?



Key points

Scientific idea is central!

Read literature

Identify gaps in knowledge

Become leading expert in the area

Keep your CV in good shape

The rest is not important 

Talk to someone who actually received ERC grant

Give it to colleague, proof-reading, mock interview, seminars on ERC grant

Competition of 
concepts and ideas
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My experience

Submitted in 2021, March

Invited to interview, July

LIOS provided interview training by 
private company, August

Interview, October

Rejection, November

ERDF refinanced, 2024

Project implementation started, 
2025



Results



Evaluation Criteria



Panel members



ERC starting grant requirements

>2 and<7 after PhD

Need for 1 independent publication

In Latvia

No starting grant scheme for young 
researchers

No chance to obtain ERC Starting 
Grants in Latvia!!!

Recommendations to policy 
makers:

PostDoc Latvia Scheme is too long, 3 
years shorten to 1.5 years (Supervised)

Saved funding relocate to create Starting 
Grant Latvia!!! (Independent)

1 independent publication

New generation of leaders

ERC Starting Grant in Latvia

Latvia, what is going on?



Veliks group

https://veliks.osi.lv



Thank you for your attention!




